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Borneo 
 

A Through the Lens Tour 
 

A Greentours Trip Report 
 

18
th
 September – 5

th
 October 2015 

 

Led by Chris Gardner  
 

Day 1  18 September UK to Malaysia 
 

Departure… 

 

 

Day 2  19 September Arrival and to Kinabalu National Park 
 

We all met at Kuala Lumpur airport for our internal flight to Sabah. On arrival there we were 

quickly told the bags had missed the flight and would be arriving later, so we set off arriving in 

two and a half hours at the cool lush forests of the national park. Some room arrangements and 

rearrangements eventually saw us into comfortable chalets. The afternoon wander along the main 

road produced a steady stream of things with Plantain Squirrel, followed by several entertaining 

Jentinck’s Squirrels and then a Smooth-tailed Treeshrew building nest. There was a well-marked 

large Argiope spider, Indigo Flycatcher, Grey-throated Babbler and Yellow-breasted Warbler too.  
 

After dinner we went on a productive night walk along a forest trail finding several large 

phasmids, stick insects, and many Kinabalu Slender Toads. Other amphibians included two 

Mossy Tree Frogs, a rather shy Litter Frog and young bush frogs. There were also some 

interesting plants, a huge purple toadstool, a lovely emerald chrysalis and a fat spider devouring 

a long stick insect as well as another ‘mossy’ fat-bodied spider building a web as we returned. 

Star of the show though was the stunning Kinabalu Gecko we found, beautifully marbled with a 

black and white banded tail. 

 

 

Day 3  20 September Kinabalu National Park (KNP) 
 

A flock of Chestnut-headed Laughingthrushes moved through the canopy as we ate breakfast on 

a clear morning with perfect views of Mount Kinabalu, now a touch rearranged following the big 

earthquake earlier this year (and missing one of its’ donkey ears). Gillian and Michael had opted 

for an energetic mountain climb to experience the higher slopes (especially since we can no 

longer visit Mesilau and its’ fine montane flora). The rest of us walked down from the park gate 

seeing a variety of things from Kinabalu Balsam Impatiens kinabaluense, a close Sunda Bush-

warbler, Bornean Treepie, Bornean Whistler and then a gorgeous little Whitehead’s Pygmy 

Squirrel, which fed at length on a tree trunk. Continuing down there were a few pitchers of a 

plant of Nepenthes fusca and then superb views of a pair of calling Mountain Serpent Eagles that 

circled overhead. Then a big female Kinabalu Birdwing appeared feeding on the flowers of a 
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small tree and stopping at a viewpoint there was a Kinabalu Bush-brown. From here we drove 

down a bit and then stopped at the entrance to our trail. A Sumalia daraxa was settling on the 

ground and as we tried to photograph this a magnificent male Rajah Brook’s Birdwing flew in a 

settled low on a tree in full view. A second one also appeared but then they both sped off, but 

what a moment to savour. 

 

Following the trail through the lush forest there was a fine orange and black beetle and then in a 

sunny patch along the stream the gold-suffused Rhioneura vallosipes was found and with some 

persistence photographed. Another stunning damselfly followed with the first of several Eulophea 

basalis, with their stunning iridescent hindwings. A large Blue Admiral flew in a landed in the 

sun too and occasional Rajah Brook’s flew past as we continued flushing out a couple of Bornean 

Forktails and then finding a flock of laughingthrushes, Short-tailed Magpie and a pair of 

Checker-throated Woodpeckers.  
 

Lunch was outside the park with a few interesting moths on arrival. The afternoon was spent in 

the botanic garden where many of the indigenous plants have been gathered in a natural forest 

setting. Graceful hanging bunches of bright pink Medinilla were joined by various orchids such as 

Coelogyne rhadobulbon, Lyparis grandiflora, Eria spp and many others. One area also had a couple of 

large pitcher plants species with Nepenthes burbidgei and edwardsiana. There were also some 

bizarre wasps with eyes on long stalks and a superb gold, red and blue bug. Tony saw three 

Crimson-headed Partridges shoot across the path too. Gill and Michael returned and joined us in 

the garden having reached the large colony of Nepenthes villosa and also seen Nepenthes tentaculata 

as well as several rhododendron species such pink rugosum, golden lowii, the orange bells of 

stenophylla. Orchids included Calanthe sp, Dendrochilum kamborangense, Bulbophyllum sp. and 

Coelogyne tenopokensis. 
 

A light shower came through but nothing much to worry about or threaten our nocturnal plans. 

Indeed we had another very productive night quickly picking up a probable Cryptodactylus 

matsuii gecko. A bit further along and there was a Montane Litter Frog, whilst on the other side of 

the path was a young Phoxophrys armata lizard on a slender twig. A second of the same species 

followed, then a feisty black tarantula on a tree and a large colourful caterpillar. Along the stream 

there was Mjoberg’s Bush-frog, a slender stick insect, several Kinabalu Slender Toads, Mossy Free 

Frog and then a Painted Slender Litter Frog to round things off. Some superb moths were found 

around the lights, including some sizeable saturnids. 

 

 

Day 4  21 September KNP & to Poring 
 

An early start saw Gillian and me out before dawn to walk an upper trail in search of a mountain 

speciality. The morning mist hampered visibility somewhat and we didn’t see Everett’s Thrush 

until we had turned around and started back down. Crimson-headed Partridges called loudly 

from the undergrowth.  
 

Some of the big moths were still around from last night before we set off to explore a different 

forest trail. It’s fair to say the morning was very quiet for wildlife but plantwise there were some 

pristine spikes of Calanthe pulchra, the attractive leaves and a few flowers of the orchid 

Nephalophyllum pulchra, a few pitchers of Nepenthes tentaculata and flesh-coloured Coelogyne 

tenompokense. Reaching the Silau-Silau Trail some of us headed upstream away and found a 
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sunny stream pool with several superb damselflies including the jet-black Matronialis cyanipennis, 

rusty-winged Vestalis sp and the iridescent wings of Euphoea basalis.  
 

A tasty lunch in a nearby restaurant followed and then we headed downhill towards Poring, 

stopping to photograph the dramatic landscape pale scars caused by multiple landslides 

triggered by the recent earthquake. At Poring we detoured to a local property where they were 

advertising their rafflesia in bloom. And there was not one but three flowers on offer, of different 

ages, with a huge fresh one, an aging one and a very fresh one still not fully opened. There are 

spectacular flowers, despite their rather caged surroundings and we had the added bonus of a 

stunning Hooded Pitta showing well and a delicate Prodasineura verticalis damselfly. Entering 

Poring we went straight to the orchid garden before it closed and here found a Domed Sunbeam 

at the gate and several superb Lantern Bugs on a tree. There were not many orchids in flowers, 

but some us also saw an Elbowed Pierott. 
 

Dinner was followed by a nightwalk and though things were slow at first by the end of the 

evening we had seen another interesting array of wildlife. First up was a Kuhl’s Creek Frog, then 

a Cryptodactylus Gecko, Whitehead’s Torrent Frog, various crustaceans scuttling about the pools, 

a phasmid and then Gill spotted a superb little jewel – a Cinnamon Frog – with deep ruby colour 

and white spots. A very hairy spider, big Scutigera centipede and a large katydid finished the 

session before we wandered back to the comfortable rooms. 

 

 

Day 5  22 September Poring 
 

A pre-breakfast wander had fleeting views of Prevost’s Squirrel, Black-sided Flowerpecker, 

Brown-throated Sunbird and Black-headed Bulbul, but ended with stellar views of a singing and 

photographable White-browed Shama. Two Striped Bornean Tree Skinks delayed our return to 

the rooms. An hour later when we returned the sun had come out and there was a feast of 

butterflies feeding on fallen ripe fruit, with many Chocolate Pansy, Brown Pansy, two species of 

sailor and a stunning Eyed Jungle Lady. Osman found a colossal katydid, but one that was shy to 

photograph and promptly flew away with a wingspan considerably larger than some of the birds 

we had been seeing. A Neurothemis ramburii posed obligingly at length and as we continued there 

was also Orthetrum testaceum and Cratilla metallica. Common Tiger and various blues marked our 

progress to the waterfall area where we quickly found two more damselflies, Euphoea subnodalis 

and a Vestalis sp. Brook’s Water Skinks were scuttling about the streamside rocks and then we 

found the first Flying Lizard Draco melanopogon, which was ascending a tree, before suddenly 

launching itself and gliding across to another where he flashed his black and white dewlap.  
 

Moving downstream there was a Rock Skipper poised by the rushing cascade and a Black-

spotted Rock Frog on a pipe with a second larger individual clinging to another rock. In the 

clearing various insects were found such as Malayan Owl and John photographed an Oriental 

Dwarf Kingfisher. 
 

The afternoon saw us driving higher once again towards the now ruined area at Mesilau, and the 

scrub patches among the golf course, but we didn’t get far. Osman had received news of an 

exciting find in a local garden. We arrived at a small garden where in a tree was a superb 

Wagler’s Pipt-viper coiled elegantly in the branches. Time was spent balancing on ladders and 

hanging out from raised ground to get the ideal shots. Continuing in slow traffic we made it to 
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the nepenthes site, but sadly last years’ plants had declined somewhat and we could only find 

Nepenthes gracilis and some rather bedraggled fusca.  
 

Our night walk was in a different area than last night and proved to be of epic proportions (our 

guide Mike was not over revealing with the small details of time and distance). However, it was 

also excellent with many species seen and stand out moments included a Colugo on a bare trunk, 

Elegant Bronzeback coiled on a tree trunk, an assortment of interesting crickets and caterpillars, a 

roosting Striped Ringlet, as well as magnificent Poisonous Rock Frog in perfect pose on a mossy 

vine and truly colossal Giant River Toad the size of a domestic cat. Add to this a few roosting 

birds including Red-rumped Trogon, seven more species of frog (File-eared, Four-lined, Rough-

sided Guardian, Dark-eared, Giant River, a species of slender litter frog and Black-spotted Rock 

Frog), a giant snail and a small species of Pipe Snake to finish. All of this took four and a half 

hours and we arrived back just after midnight, tired but satisfied. 

 

 

Day 6  23 September To KK via Tambunan 
 

Despite the late finish we were still all at breakfast by 7am, shortly after the White-browed 

Shamas had flown around the hot springs singing loudly and after Mike had seen a Malay 

Weasel amble past him as he photographed a waterfall. There was time for a short session with 

the butterflies in the gardens with Common Birdwing, Bright red Velvet Bob, Horsfield’s Baron 

and Great Orange Tip, whilst John also found Vestalis beryli. 
 

We travelled towards the Crocker Range, stopping to photograph a Bornean Falconet on a 

roadside tree. However, on reaching the rafflesia reserve we were told there were none in flower 

at the moment, so we continued to our lunchtime restaurant. On the opposite side of the road 

steps led up to banks with tangled masses of clubmoss, dwarf shrubs and many Nepenthes fusca 

with both upper and lower pitchers in good condition. The Common Three-ring was indeed 

common. 
 

Given the lack of rafflesia we had time to stop at the coast to see Blue-naped Parrots (now and 

endangered species, with this feral population of great significance), along with Oriental Pied 

Hornbill, Collared Kingfisher, Glossy Starling and several Orthetrum glaucum in the water lily-

choked ponds. KK traffic was a bad as ever so we cancelled our bookshop visit to tomorrow and 

went straight to the hotel.  

 

 

Day 7  24 September KLIAS wetland 
 

We left good and early before the traffic built up in the city and drove the hour and a half to the 

KLIAS peat swamp forest field centre. Here a long boardwalk led through the forest, past 

swathes of ferns and into more mature stands. There were butterflies such as Green Jay, as well as 

dragonflies such as Orthetrum sabina and testaceum. However, the stars of the show were the 

extraordinary pitcher plants, and at KLIAS there is a great diversity of form. We began with the 

most common species, slender Nepenthes gracilis, followed by the predominantly ground dwelling 

Nepenthes ampullaria with neat little urns clustered together. The bizarre Nepenthes bicalcarata was 

next with round pitchers each bearing a pair of teeth beneath the lid. At one point we found a 

patch with four species within two metres of each other (mirabilis, ampullaria, gracilis and 
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rafflesiana) with a fifth only fifteen metres away (bicalcarata). Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker and 

Black-naped Monarch were seen before we backtracked to an area with much larger showy 

pitchers of Nepenthes rafflesiana, beautifully marbles purple and white. Further along was a troop 

of Long-tailed Macaques and then a stellar group of dozens of Nepenthes ampullaria and some fine 

upper pitchers of Nepenthes bicalcarata. Lunch was in a local restaurant with delicious roti canai 

and then we drove back to KK, stopping briefly to search for dragonflies, and finding only a 

flying Rhyothemis phyllis.  
 

There was time for a look at the bookshop with its many natural history titles.  

 

 

Day 8  25 September KK & to Sandakan 
 

Tide times meant a mid-morning start for the local mangrove reserve. The small pond had dried 

up a lot but there were still several dragonflies with Neurothemis terminata, Orthetrum sabina and 

the pretty multi-coloured Ceriagrion cerinorubellum. Mud was starting to show among the tangle 

of roots and many Blue-faced Crabs were about. A Mangrove Skink was resting on a root as we 

followed the boardwalk also seeing and remarkable camouflaged moth and Pied Fantail. There 

were more skinks further along and a little Brachydiplax chalybea dragonfly, then at the end of the 

boardwalk Olive-backed Sunbird showed well. Returning to the centre we picked up Collared 

Kingfisher, a mudskipper and a fiddler crab with a vivid scarlet enlarged claw.  
 

After lunch we made a stop at the heronry in the city – actually a few large trees over a road – 

where we found Black-crowned Night-heron, Rufous Night-heron and Great Egret. Then it was 

off to the airport for our short internal flight to Sandakan where we met our new guide Dean and 

made the short drive to our comfortable lodge with its’ extensive gardens. 
 

The post-dinner night walk took us to some small ponds where frogs were very audible and we 

found a number of Frilled Tree Frogs and Dark-eared Tree Frogs. 

 

 

Day 9  26 September Sepilok 
 

A light breakfast at 5.30 meant we were away by 6.00 on the forest trails good and early. The next 

three and a half hours were productive with first of all Red-bearded Bee-eater showing well and 

then a stunning Diard’s Trogon posing at length in clear view. A pair of stunning Rufous-backed 

Kingfishers followed ad we were able to watch them bathing in a stream. Reaching a clearer 

patch there were Rufous-winged Babblers and Pied Fantails, then a skipper posed on Ian B’s leg 

and then Ian S’s flashgun, followed by a handsome blue bee and a hummingbird hawkmoth. The 

delightful fluting song of Chestnut-rumped Babbler drew our attention and we saw this bird 

rummaging in the vines above. A pair of Blue-throated Bee-eaters followed and then the soft 

whistle of Black-headed Pitta got out hopes up, but although the bird was close we couldn’t 

locate it. However, the sight of two more brilliantly coloured Rufous-backed Kingfishers made up 

for that and most of the group managed a photo of these. Reaching a tall metal tower there were 

three Tyriobapta torrida settling on the concrete base. A tour of the botanic garden began with a 

pair of Black Hornbills and then several Chilades pandava, whilst around the small pools was the 

lovely damselfly Ceriagrion cerinorubellum. More odonata were busy around a corner of the lake 
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including Ictinogomphus decoratus and the shining blue-winged Rhythemis triangularis, though the 

latter never settled. 
 

Returning to the lodge we arrived just in time to get our breakfast and then set out for the Sun 

Bear centre where we managed to see a couple of bears in their natural enclosure, with activity 

perking up when they were fed. A Pygmy Squirrel fizzed along the fence while we watched and 

two Prevost’s Squirrels were quarrelling next to the viewing platform. Exiting the centre we were 

held up by a handsome swallowtail Graphium sarpedon taking salts form a muddy patch as 

Rhyothemis phyllis circled around and Clippers and Danaid Eggfly flew past. 
 

After lunch we wandered back to the hotel, some of us exploring the lakeside and ponds where 

we found Olive Sunbird, red-winged Neurothemis ramburi and fluctuans, Orthetrum testaceum, little 

grey-bodied Brachydiplax chalybea and the stunning Rhyothemis triangularis settling on a stick in 

the pond. Mike and I attempted to get closer by spanning a ladder across the pond but the 

dragonfly didn’t seem to appreciate this and disappeared. A perfect Clipper was feeding on red 

flowers as we returned to the rooms. 
 

Siesta over we set off for the Orang-utan feeding platform, stopping to view a very fat (recently 

fed) Wagler’s Pit-viper lying on a branch. At the feeding area the apes were already queuing and 

so were the orang-utans. Quickly five adults gathered at the platform arriving by ropes from 

different directions, including a female with a baby and most of them sat together to feed. A 

couple more young ones were sauntering along the handrail in the opposite directions and 

drawing a crowd and there were enough antics and hanging from various limb poses to satisfy. 

Walking out we were delayed by two orangs that were heading in the same direction, eventually 

moving into the forest to feed, but affording very close views. 
 

There was time after the hairy orange fellas to revisit the botanic garden to search for butterflies 

and the like but things were decidedly quiet at this time of day. We did manage two new 

damselflies Agriocnemis femina and Copera vittata, whilst Gill had photographed a stunning male 

Diard’s Trogon. A juvenile Wallace’s Hawk-eagle flew in just before we left the lodge. 
 

Our night walk was pre-dinner tonight so at 6.00 we entered the forest seeing little at first, as it 

was only just getting dark. We arrived at a clearing with many tall trees around and soon picked 

up the eye-shine of Giant Red Flying Squirrel. We could see it scampering up the branches and 

then caught a glimpse of it gliding. However, a second squirrel was caught squarely in the beam 

as it glided over us right across the clearing. There were at least three others around and we had 

views of the climbing and another good gliding light up. Heading into the forest we picked up a 

young pit-viper coiled on a branch and then a Great Swamp Frog, a Bornean Angle-headed 

Lizard, a superb Swallowtail Moth and then a lovely emerald male Wagler’s Pit-viper. Its larger 

sister had also woken up form earlier and we could see her head lying on the fattened coils. It 

had been a productive night but the cake was about to get a huge cherry on top when our guide 

James aced a Western Tarsier. At first we only has partial views from fifteen metres away but 

then it jumped and we dashed around to the other boardwalk and found it again, this time only a 

metre and a half from away! Amazingly it stayed for at least twenty minutes turning its head and 

looking at us in all in turn and we all got great shots of this gorgeous little mammal. Only the 

need to get back for dinner (and some rumbling thunder) pulled us away from a wonderful 

wildlife moment. 
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Day 10 27 September Sepilok to Sukau 
 

Another early start had us on the canopy walkway just after dawn walking up past active 

Prevost’s Squirrels to the first tower where we saw Yellow-eared Spiderhunter. Moving along 

there was a good sighting of Giant Squirrel and then as we stood beside a fruiting tree a huge 

Rhinoceros Hornbill flew in closely followed by its mate. We were only a few metres away and 

had unparalleled views of these charismatic birds as they fed on the fruits, getting great 

headshots and some superb video. Things were going swimmingly until a belligerent male Pig-

tailed Macaque arrived and scared away the hornbills, but we managed good close-ups of him 

too. Some of us waited for the hornbills to return, but although we could still see them well 

enough rummaging in old fern clumps they never returned. Instead as Ian S and I persisted and 

stayed longest at the fruiting tree seven Bushy-crested Hornbills arrived and proceeded to feed. 

At the end of the walk way there was good bird activity with Red-throated Sunbird, Lesser 

Leafbird and Black Hornbill. But nothing was quite going to top the hornbills though the young 

Sumatran Cobra we saw head poised upright beside the road near the hotel came close.  
 

Lunch was in Sandakan and then we took the boat to the lodge passing along the coast at first 

where we stirred up a shoal of small fish much to the satisfaction of passing Lesser Frigatebirds 

and the many Greater Crested Terns. We then entered the Kinabatangan River and sped 

upstream not really seeing much except egrets and herons before we made the lodge.  
 

The afternoon boat ride was in search of primates although we saw many hornbills on the way 

with Oriental Pied, Black, Bushy-crested and Rhinoceros as well as Dollarbirds, Blue-throated 

Bee-eaters, Stork-billed Kingfisher and Wallace’s Hawk-eagle. A troop of Long-tailed Macaques 

was found and then later on a troop of Proboscis Monkeys our target species with a large male 

and his entourage in the open. Other males were seen too as many of the younger monkeys 

crashed about the trees, whilst females groomed each other. Eventually we all got to see a big 

male well and with a decent green background. Heading back there a flock of eight Wrinkled 

Hornbills went overhead as we set off. 

 

 

Day 11 28 September Sukau & Gomantong 
 

We were on the water by 6am and making our way slowly up a side channel with calm mirrored 

waters reflecting the riverside trees. Stork-billed Kingfisher was seen early on, but as with all of 

the birds of this species we saw this morning they were nervous and only allowed us a certain 

distance before flying away to a new perch. At one point a Stork-billed Kingfisher was joined by a 

Black-and-red Broadbill and as we progressed we also saw Bornean Falconet, Oriental Pied 

Hornbill, Dark-throated Oriole, Malaysian Blue Flycatcher and then a large Estuarine Crocodile 

lurking in below the riverbank. This same individual swam out a bit later on giving us better 

views of its rugged head and amber eyes. Blue-eared Kingfisher were also frequent but equally 

elusive today. Activity was noticeably depressed and the feeling of rain was never far away and 

indeed just after our coffee break there was a sharp shower. Afterwards there were many 

Clippers on the wing and various birds were seen with Black Magpie, Scarlet-rumped Trogon 

and a pair of photogenic Blue-throated Bee-eaters. 
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Back at the lodge most of us took a stroll around the boardwalk with some seeing an Orang-utan 

move through the trees. The majority saw the dazzling little Black-headed Pitta that showed well, 

and there were a few Plocoglottis acuminata in flower below the boardwalk. 
 

Later on we took the boat to the landing and then drove to Gomantong, stopping part of the way 

in for walk along the road. Grass Yellows were abundant and there was Rufous-chested Malkoha, 

Crested Serpent Eagle, Drongo Cuckoo and a Black-and-white Helen when we arrived at the car 

park. Entering the forest we had some sketchy views of Maroon Langurs before arriving at the 

large cave entrance. Inside were countless cockroaches and on the walls colonies of Mossy Nest 

Swiftlet, whilst a constant torrent of bats could be seen exiting the cave as a Bat Hawk waited and 

swooped at will. One area had a much closer colony of Fawn Roundleaf Bats. Outside the exiting 

columns of bats could be seen and various raptors preyed on them with even a Blyth’s Hawk 

Eagle flying over at one point. A few Maroon Langurs could be seen settling down for the 

evening both near the cave and when we reached the car park, where a Crested Serpent Eagle sat 

on a lamppost oblivious to our presence. 
 

The night walk around the boardwalk was low key by our standards with only an assortment of 

mini-beasts including a fine Swallowtail Moth, a roosting Helen, and a bizarre large weevil with 

outsize wiggly antennae. 

 

 

Day 12 29 September Sukau 
 

Bornean Gibbons were whooping loudly as we ate breakfast and we tried to find them 

afterwards, but no luck. Once again we entered the quieter side channel on a clearer haze-free 

morning. All was quiet for a time until a Black-and-red Broadbill landed close in front of us, too 

close in fact for us to stop in time. Several Blue-eared Kingfishers were seen with better photo 

opportunities and the Stork-billed Kingfisher was also available in better light, though still shy. 

We managed to find a calling Hooded Pitta and get decent views even if the photography was 

tricky and elsewhere there were Bornean Falconets, Common Iora, Dark-throated Oriole, White-

bellied Woodpeckers and then a young Water Monitor basking on a log. Butterflies were 

abundant with countless Clippers. All the way along there were delightful sunlit reflections. 

Shortly after our coffee break we reached the impenetrable wall of water hyacinths and turned 

back. The return journey turned up an obliging Hooded Pitta that was gathering nesting material 

close to the water’s edge, then another fine Water Monitor basking in a tree and several good 

photo-ops with Stork-billed Kingfisher to round things off.  
 

On arrival at the lodge we could see a female Orang-utan with her infant in a tall tree and most of 

the group were able to track her progress through the forest over the course of the next hour and 

a half with some good views. Elsewhere in the forest there were Rufous-winged Philentomas and 

Yellow-bellied Bulbul, whilst a stunning Tree Nymph posed at length for photos. 
 

The afternoon was spent up river looking for primates, although we kicked off with a Striated 

Heron near the lodge and then continued with well-lit Proboscis Monkeys, Storm’s Stork, Blue-

eared Kingfisher and Great Egret before finding the first of two wild Orang-utans. However, 

neither of the big apes was particularly conducive to photography, more amorphous hairy orange 

shapes in the trees. Wrinkled Hornbills followed and then we turned into a side channel heaving 

with monkeys and many troops were gathering near the banks to spend the night. There were 
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Proboscis Monkeys and many grooming Long-tailed Macaques lined up along the branches. A 

troop of Pig-tailed Macaques were cavorting in the low trees as we made our way out where a 

dozen Long-tailed Macaques had gathered to sleep on the river rope crossing. Our fifth primate 

came as dusk set in with a troop of Silvered Langurs. Lightning was flashing in a Maggie 

Thatcher-shaped cloud as we sped back to the lodge. 
 

The post dinner night cruise took us back into the quiet channel where things were decidedly 

quiet for quite a while until there was a glimpse of a Palm Civet, a half view of a Brown Wood 

Owl and what seemed to be the same of a Buffy Fish Owl. However, as we made our way back 

there were two more encounters with the latter that allowed some photos. And the on reaching 

the lodge there was a Small-toothed Palm Civet feasting on ripe figs and this too showed well as 

he ran along the branches. 

 

 

Day 13 30 September To Danum via Bukit Silam  
 

Breakfast was a bit later today as we prepared for the transfer to Danum. There was little activity 

around the lodge except for the odd Oriental Pied Hornbill and Common Mormons. The journey 

to Lahad Datu was through featureless tracts of oil palms and we arrive before midday for lunch 

with a dedicated gang joining me for roti chanai instead. We drove first up to 1000m heights of 

Bukit Silam mainly to see the two species of pitcher plant that grow there. Nepenthes macrovulgaris 

was plentiful along the roadsides with both upper and lower pitchers and then a bit lower we 

found the elegantly-waisted Nepenthes reinwardtiana, including a huge plant in a large tree with 

hundreds of pitchers (alongside big bunches of Coelogyne orchids). 
 

Driving on towards Danum we saw nothing for a hour or so and then a Sumatran Cobra slipped 

quickly from the road before we surprised a herd of Bearded Pigs as we rounded a bend. Another 

lone pig was just a bit further up and then an altogether large brown mass loomed beside the 

road. It was a male Bornean Pygmy Elephant and we stopped right beside him for twenty 

minutes as he fed contentedly on the gingers and grasses, putting a trunk up to sniff us every so 

often. Whilst all of this was happening another Bearded Pig had come out down the road along 

with six little piglets. There was nothing we could do to see or photograph because of the 

elephant by the road. Two Red-leaf Monkeys and a Crested Serpent Eagle sealed the drive in.  
 

What had been a slow-burning day came to the boil on the night drive. Even before we set off Gill 

reported (and showed a photo of) a Jade Tree Frog perched outside her room. On the drive we 

quickly found a Slow Loris feeding in a tree, but then nothing else except a mystery mammal 

foraging among a fruit laden tree. However, the return journey provided plenty with first of all 

superb views of a Red Giant Fly Squirrel, which glided across us a scampered up a nearer trunk, 

fully revealing all of the rich reddish fur and black tipped tail. Next there was a second ‘red’ 

squirrel (and one we never could conclusively identify) and as we watched this, a movement 

above turned out to be a gliding Black Flying Squirrel, which flew past ‘red’ and landed on a 

branch. It then scampered along the branch giving more great views before glided off over us and 

away. A well and good but not much further on and Kate spotted eyeshine in the same fruiting 

tree the mystery mammal had been in. There was much moving of branches and then the animal 

revelled itself as a Binturong (or Bear Cat) and with a bit of patience we got a decent view of the 

while animal. During the course of the day we had seen eleven species of mammal with some 

very notable ones among that total. 
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Day 14 1 October  Danum – Canopy Walkway & Jacuzzi Falls 
 

The liquid sing of Bornean Gibbons woke most of us mingled with Great Argus for some. The 

forest was misty first thing as Little Spiderhunters busied themselves in the red-bracted banana 

flowers and White-crowned Shama moved about the grounds and John found a substantial 

Water Monitor crossing a channel. The morning was spent walking to, across and back from the 

canopy walkway. Butterflies were good from the off with a fine Horsefields Baron and abundant 

Malay Yeoman, as well as some fine spiders, shield bugs, Greater Leafbird, Bronzed Drongo and 

a pair of Chestnut-breasted Malkohas. Huge plants of a giant orchid could be seen clinging to the 

trunk of a tree. The impressive walkway spans a valley and consists of two levels with good 

views of the forest. On arrival there were great views of a Rufous Piculet, but there was little 

activity when we crossed until the far side were Grey-cheeked Bulbul, Green Iora and then 

Raffle’s Malkoha (Michael had gone on to the walkway much earlier and seen Helmeted 

Hornbill). Walking back to the lodge the butterflies were now joined by some good dragonflies 

with five species seen in the ditches by the road including the stunning deep pink Trithemis 

aurora, along with its blue cousin festiva, slender red-bodied Lathrecista asiatica, pale grey-blue 

Orthetrum glaucum and vivid red Orthetrum testaceum. Butterflies included Blue Glassy Tiger, 

Small Orange Mapwing, Colour Sergeant, and Peta photograph a stunning Velvet Nymph. Back 

at the lodge there was a young Bornean Angle-headed Lizard to complete the morning. 
 

Many of the group headed off in different directions after lunch some searching for butterflies 

others just chilling out. Later in the afternoon we all headed for Jacuzzi Falls seeing a lovely 

Common Imperial and peculiar grey moth on the way to the bridge and then halfway along the 

trail two Chestnut-rumped Babblers and a few Rufous-crowned Babblers were working the vine 

tangles. Not much further along and we had great views and photo ops of a few Red Leaf 

Monkeys. The river level was surprisingly low and there was a Bearded Pig and piglets foraging 

in the channel and at the falls recent landslides had filled in most of the pool. This did at least 

allow easy close access to the superb Rock Skippers clinging to the wet rocks. We were busy 

photographing these when we heard news a Colugo had been found roosting low down in a tree, 

so we abandoned the stream and quickly walked back. Mike pointed out the Colugo, the striking 

ginger-colour form, which was clinging to a trunk about twelve feet up. We took some distant 

shots and then some of use went on a side trail and got much closer and using tripods got some 

good photos. 
 

Our night drive was a bit earlier and we saw mainly Red Giant Flying Squirrels at first but then a 

rather inactive Thomas’s Flying Squirrel and finished with a beautifully marked Malay Civet that 

was looking out from a recess in the bank. 

 

 

Day 15 2 October  Danum 
 

The morning was spent walking a riverside trail where we found a succession of interesting 

insects, beginning with a leaf-mimic grasshopper and then three iridescent emerald Vestalis 

amabilis. Crossing a small bridge there was a Buff-necked Woodpecker and then we descended to 

the river to an excellent area for butterflies and damselflies. Other latter the finest was the long-

legged Neurobasis longipes, the males flashing their shining emerald upper wings as they flew. 
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They were tricky to photograph at first but with persistence and some wading of the river most of 

us got something. It was very warm and butterflies were plentiful with Cruiser, Common Rose, 

Colour Sergeant, and for the lucky few the stunning Green Dragontail. After quite a while here 

we went off in search of our target butterfly for the day and quickly found it – the stunning 

Malay Harlequin. This exquisite butterfly was actually incredibly tolerant of eight photographers 

surrounding it and pursuing it through the undergrowth and despite its habitual fidgeting we all 

got a decent shot of its rich red-purple underside, lined with white and iridescent blue. On the 

way back a Common Posy teased us with its shining blue upperwing. 
 

Meeting up for lunch Tony who had staked out the canopy walkway all morning had seen 

Bornean Gibbon and various hornbills. 
 

Later in the afternoon we set off along a different river trail in the opposite direction. It has to be 

said it was a quiet afternoon in terms of quantity, but it made up for it with a jewel of an insect, 

an Orchid Mantis. This exquisite little insect was quite the most perfect mimic of a Calanthe orchid 

and we spent quite a while photographing it to get the best pose. A pair of Rhinoceros Hornbills 

flew across the river during all of this, and there were a couple of Many-scaled Litter Skinks, 

some superb fungi and pleasant river scenes. 
 

The night drive produced some goodies with a metre long Dog-toothed Cat Snake crossing the 

road and then climbing into the vegetation beside us, a brief view of Small-toothed Palm Civet, 

then a conflict between Red Giant and Black Flying Squirrels that saw the latter gliding out of the 

canopy wheeling around and landing back on the trunk of the same tree. It then scampered up 

again presumably for round two. Prize of the evening was the gorgeous Leopard Cat we saw 

slinking through the grass and then out onto the road, walking nonchalantly away and paying no 

attention to us whatsoever. Buffy Fish Owl was on the goalposts as usual. I went out on own later 

on and found Green Vine Snake, Bent-toed Gecko, File-eared Frog, Malay and Common Palm 

Civets and the resident Bearded Pig snuffling around the garden. 

 

 

Day 16 3 October  Danum 
 

An early walk to try and find Giant Pitta was unsuccessful, but as we stood beside the river a 

Helmeted Hornbill soared over. It seemed it might be heading for the lodge and indeed we 

quickly found it once we’d returned. Walking around the trees we got a good vantage and had 

excellent views of this rather bizarre-looking dino-bird as it fed on figs, showing its long tail and 

peculiar head. Eating breakfast Gill spotted a Whiskered Treeswift and birds featured well on the 

morning walk, beginning with two superb Bornean Bristleheads. These unique birds could be 

seen well in the canopy and a couple of times they broke out into their wonderful calls. Greater 

Racquet-tailed Drongo and Crimson-winged Woodpecker were also seen along with a stunning 

Malay Lacewing. Reaching the walkway we crossed over and met Tony who had seen Bornean 

Gibbon again. We decided to follow a forest trail back and soon found an obliging Diard’s 

Trogon. Watching this a female Green Broadbill flew in and continuing in our way there was 

lovely Malay Harlequin, Wreathed Hornbill and then some frustratingly brief glimpses of two 

Bornean Gibbons that swung through and away. Rufous-winged Philentoma, Short-tailed 

Babbler and a Flying Lizard completed the morning, or nearly. As we arrive at the cabins there 

was a fearsome-looking Giant Centipede crawling around a hole in a wooden post.  
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Only half the group came along this afternoon, the rest opting to do their own thing and why not 

Danum is the perfect place for it. The walk started well with me refinding the beautiful Green 

Vine Snake in the same scrub patch as last night. With a little persuasion we got some good 

photos of emerald scales and golden eyes. Crossing the river we walked along a riverside trail but 

it was very quiet. Until that is Mike got a call on the radio that female Orang-utan and baby had 

been seen on a different trail, so we u-turned and walked straight back where transport was 

waiting to whisk us to the trail head. We met Ian and Peta by chance and they came with us into 

the forest and we all arrived in time to see the apes very close as they swung over us and then 

back again before making their way further into the forest. A fine finale it seemed, but then as we 

arrived at the lodge there were a few Red Leaf Monkeys with one very close near the road. He 

waited a while and then sprinted across the road and up into the nearest tree to join the rest of the 

troop, which were all still very close. 
 

The nocturnal activities began with a walk to the frog pond, which was unusually low because of 

the dry weather. Despite this there were File-eared and Harlequin Frogs. The night drive came 

after with Thomas’s Flying Squirrel and a Leopard Cat the highlights, and we were frustratingly 

close to Sunda Frogmouth that was calling on the wrong side of the shrubs. 

 

 

Day 17 4 October  Danum to KL 
 

The wildlife never stops and there was the last minute arrival of female Orang-utan and her 

infant (probably the same as yesterday) along the nature trail saw most of the group going to see 

them. A Black-headed Pitta had sung at length on a handrail in the morning...but nothing could 

disturb Ian B’s morning coffee. 
 

We drove to Lahad Datu seeing Water Monitor and Bearded Pig on the way. The flight to KK was 

on time and onward connections connected. 
 

All in all it had been a very productive trip with many good sightings and amazing weather with 

just one afternoon of rain courtesy of El Niño. 

  

 

Day 18 5 October  Arrive UK 
 

 

http://www.greentours.co.uk/


Greentours Natural History Holidays  www.greentours.co.uk  13 
 

BORNEO 2015 TTL CHECKLISTS 

 

Abbreviations;  

 

KNP = Kinabalu National Park; KK = Kota Kinabalu; Sukau = Kinabatangan River  

LO = leader only sighting. 

 
Species from previous years included in parentheses to give a complete account of what may be encountered 

  

 

1 - MAMMALS (35 species) 

 
An outstanding mammal total this year with some notable sightings such as tarsier and binturong. 

 
[Lesser Gymnure Hylomys suillus One scuttling near rubbish bags when we 

arrived at Mesilau] 

[Common Treeshrew Tupaia glis Danum] 

Smooth-tailed Treeshrew Dendrogale melanura KNP, building a nest 

Mountain Treeshrew Tupaia montana KNP, Mesilau  

Colugo  Cynocephalus variegatus Poring, Danum 

Short-nosed Fruit Bat Cynopterus brachyotis Sepilok  

Fawn Roundleaf Bat Hipposideros cervinus Huge numbers at Gomantong, 

photographable in the cave 

Slow Loris Nycticebus coucang Danum 

Western Tarsier Tarsier bancanus Sepilok 

Silvered Langur Presbytis cristata Sukau 

Red-leaf Monkey (Maroon 

Langur) 

Presbytis rubicunda Gomantong, Danum 

Proboscis Monkey Nasalis larvatus Common at Sukau 

Long-tailed Macaque Macaca fascicularis Sukau, Danum 

Pig-tailed Macaque Macaca nemestrina Sepilok, Sukau and Danum 

Bornean Gibbon Hylobates muelleri Distant views at Danum, heard daily 

Orang Utan Pongo pygmeus A mother and infant at Sukau, also Danum 

[Pangolin  Manis javanica Danum] 

Giant Squirrel Ratufa affinis Sepilok 

Prevost’s Squirrel Callosciurus prevostii Widespread in the lowlands, black with red 

belly 

Kinabalu Squirrel Callosciurus baluensis Good views at KNP 

Plantain Squirrel Callosciurus notatus Widespread in lowlands, the default brown 

squirrel 

Jentinck’s Squirrel Sundasciurus jentinki Poring, pronounced eye-ring  

Low’s Squirrel Sundasciurus lowii Sepilok 

Bornean Mountain Ground 

Squirrel 

Dremomys everetti Summit trail 

Plain Pygmy Squirrel Exilisciurus exilis Widespread in lowlands, tiny 

Whitehead’s Pygmy Squirrel Exilisciurus whiteheadi One at KNP 

Thomas’s Flying Squirrel Aeromys thomasi Sepilok, Danum – no black tip to the tail 

Red Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista petaurista Danum, possibly Sepilok too. Black tip to the 

tail 

Black Giant Flying Squirrel Aeromys tephromelas Danum. 

House Rat Rattus rattus Gomantong cave 
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Sun Bear Helarctos malayanus Captive ones at Sepilok 

Malay Weasel Mustela nudipes Poring 

Malay Civet Viverra tangalunga Danum 

Small-toothed Palm Civet Arctogalidia trivirgata Sukau 

Common Palm Civet Paradozurus hermaphroditus Sukau, Danum (LO) 

Binturong  Arctictis binturong Gorging on fruits at Danum 

Leopard Cat Felis bengalensis Danum 

Bornean Pygmy Elephant Elephas maximus Excellent views en route to Danum 

[Greater Mouse Deer Tragulus napu Danum] 

[Sambar Cervus unicolor Danum] 

Bornean Red Muntjac Muntiacus muntjak Danum  

Bearded Pig Sus barbatus Common at Danum 
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2 – BIRDS (129 species) 

 
Darter Anhinga melanogastor Sepilok, Danum 

Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel Near Sandakan 

Great-billed Heron Ardea sumatrana Danum 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea Sukau 

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis Widespread in fields and pasture 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta Widespread near water 

Pacific Reef Egret Egretta sacra En route to Sukau 

Great Egret Casmerodius albus Widespread in waterways 

[Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx intermedia Probable bird at KK] 

Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax KK 

Rufous Night Heron Nycticorax caledonicus KK 

[Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus One flying near Tambunan] 

Storm’s Stork Ciconia stormi Sukau 

Bat Hawk Machaeramphus alcinus Gomantong 

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus Sukau, KLIAS 

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogastor Sukau 

[Lesser Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga humilis Danum] 

[Grey-headed Fish-Eagle Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus Sukau] 

[Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus Sukau] 

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela Gomantong, Danum 

Mountain Serpent Eagle Spilornis kinabaluensis KNP 

Rufous-bellied Eagle Hieraaetus kienerii Gomantong 

Blyth’s Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus alboniger Gomantong   

Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus nanus Sepilok, Gomantong 

Bornean Falconet Microhierax latifrons Sukau, Crocker Range 

Crimson-headed Partridge Haematortyx sanguiniceps KNP 

[Crested Fireback Lophura ignita Danum] 

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus Widespread 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos Sepilok  

Great Crested Tern Sterna bergii Sukau 

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus Sukau  

Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea Widespread in lowlands 

Pink-necked Pigeon Treron vernans  Poring 

Little Green Pigeon Treron olax Sukau  

Rock Pigeon Columba livia Towns 

[Ruddy Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia emiliana Sukau] 

Little Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia ruficeps KNP 

Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis Widespread in rural areas, towns 

Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica Sepilok  

Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula longicauda Sukau 

Blue-naped Parrot Tanygnathus lucionensis KK 

Drongo Cuckoo Surniculus lugubris Gomantong  

Raffle’s malkoha Phaenicophaeus chlorophaeus Danum 

Chestmut-breated Malkoha Phaenicophaeus curvirostris Gomantong, Danum 

[Red-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus javanicus Sepilok] 

[Bornean Ground-Cuckoo Carpococcyx radiatus Two at Sukau, a rare sighting] 

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis Sepilok 

Buffy Fish Owl Ketupa ketupu Sukau, Danum 

Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica Sukau 
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[Mountain Scops Owl Otus spilocephalus KNP LO] 

Edible-nest Swiftlet Collocalia fuciphaga These and other species seen widely, but not 

formerly identified 

Black-nest Swiftlet Collocalia maxima Widespread 

Mossy Nest Swiftlet Collocalia vanikorensis Gomatong cave, KNP 

Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta Widespread 

Silver-rumped Swift Raphidura leucopygialis Danum 

Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis Tambunan 

Silver-rumped Spinetail Rhaphidura leucopygialis Sepilok  

Grey-rumped Tree-swift Hemiprocne longipennis Sepilok  

Whiskered Tree-Swift Hemiprocne comata Danum 

Diard’s Trogon Harpactes diardii Sukau 

Scarlet-rumped Trogon Harpactes duvaucelii Sukau, Poring  

[Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis Sepilok] 

Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting Sukau, deep blue, reddish beak 

Rufous-backed Kingfisher Ceyx (erithacus) rufidorsa Sepilok, Sukau 

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis Sukau, huge red beak 

Collared Kingfisher Todirhamphus chloris KK 

Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops viridis Sepilok, Danum 

[Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus En route to Sukau] 

Red-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis amictus Sepilok, bright red throat 

Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis Sukau, blue-green with stout red beak 

Bushy-crested Hornbill Anorrhinus galeritus Sepilok, Sukau, in flocks 

[White-crowned Hornbill Aceros comatus Danum] 

Wrinkled Hornbill Aceros corrugatus Sukau 

Wreathed Hornbill Aceros undulatus Danum 

Asian Black Hornbill Anthracoceros malayanus Sepilok, Sukau – where feeding a chick 

Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris Widespread, black and white e.g. KK 

Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros Stellar views at Sepilok, also Sukau, Danum, 

impressive red-casque 

Helmeted Hornbill Buceros vigil Good views at Danum 

[Mountain Barbet Megalaima monticola Tambunan] 

Brown Barbet Calorhamphus fuliginosus Sukau 

Gold-faced Barbet Megalaima rafflesii Danum 

Red-crowned Barbet Megalaima chrysopogon Danum 

Rufous Piculet Sasia abnormis Seen well at danum, tiny woodpecker, 

rufous underparts 

Buff-necked Woodpecker Meiglyptes tukki Danum, feeding at length on tree near car 

park 

Checker-throated 

Woodpecker 

Picus mentalis KNP 

Crimson-winged 

Woodpecker 

Picus puniceus Danum 

White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis Sukau, very large, flying over channel 

Black-and-red Broadbill Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos Lovely bird, seen well at Sukau, deep red 

and black, blue beak 

Black-and-yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus Excellent views at Sukau, black, white with 

pink underparts 

Green Broadbill Calyptomena viridis A female at Danum 

[Whitehead’s Broadbill Calyptomena whiteheadi Emerald green with black spots, KNP] 

[Blue-headed Pitta Pitta baudii Gorgeous bird, Danum] 
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Black-headed Pitta Pitta ussherii A stunner, Sukau, heard Danum 

Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida Poring, Sukau, seen well 

Swallow Hirundo rustica Widespread 

Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica Widespread 

Green Iora Aegithina viridissima Danum 

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia Sukau  

Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis cyanopogon Danum 

Greater Green Leafbird Chloropsis sonerratii Sepilok  

Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus atriceps Poring  

Flavescent Bulbul Pycnonotus flavescens KNP 

Cream-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus simplex Sukau 

Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier Widespread, white face, red eye 

Spectacled Bulbul Pycnonotus erythrophthalmus Sepilok 

Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus brunneus Danum, Gomantong, Sepilok 

Hairy-backed Bulbul Tricholestes criniger Danum  

Grey-cheeked Bulbul Criniger bres Danum 

Streaked Bulbul Ixos malaccensis Sukau  

[Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus Tambunan] 

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus Danum, Sukau 

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus Danum 

Dark-throated Oriole Oriolus xanthonotus Sukau 

Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis ? 

[Black and Crimson Oriole Oriolus cruentus Tambunan] 

Asian Fairy Bluebird Irena ouella Gomantong, Poring 

Short-tailed Magpie Cissa thalassina KNP 

Bornean Tree-pie Dendrocitta cinerascens KNP 

Black Magpie Platysmurus leucopterus Sukau  

Slender-billed Crow Corvus enca Sukau 

Bornean Bristlehead Pityriasis gymnocephala Two at Danum 

[Velvet-fronted Blue 

Nuthatch 

Sitta frontalis Beautiful little bird, singular mauve-purple 

colour, Danum] 

White-chested Babbler Trichastoma rostratum Sukau, along channel, also Sepilok 

Short-tailed Babbler Malacocincla malaccense Danum 

Rufous-crowned Babbler Malacopteron magnum Danum 

Scaly-crowned Babbler Malacopteron cinereum Danum 

Chestnut-rumped Babbler Stachyris maculata Sepilok, Danum 

Chestnut-winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera Sepilok, Danum 

Sunda Laughingthrush Garrulax palliatus KNP 

Chestnut-capped 

Laughingthrush 

Garrulax mitratus KNP 

[Chestnut-crested Yuhina Yuhina everetti Tambunan] 

Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis Widespread 

White-crowned Shama Copsychus stricklandi Widespread 

Chestnut-naped Forktail Enicurus ruficapillus  Danum 

Bornean Forktail Enicurus borneensis KNP 

Sunda Whistling Thrush Myiophoneus glaucinus KNP 

Everett’s Thrush Zoothera everettii KNP 

Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis KK wetland 

Dark-necked Tailorbird Orthotomus atrogularis Danum 

Ashy Tailorbird Orthotomus ruficeps Widespread 

Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus sericeus Danum 
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Sunda Bush-Warbler Cettia vulcania KNP, Mesilau 

[Eyebrowed Jungle-

Flycatcher 

Rhinomyias gularis Mesilau] 

[Verditer Flycatcher Muscicapa thalassina Sukau] 

Indigo Flycatcher Muscicapa indigo KNP 

Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa latirostris Poring 

Snowy-browed Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra KNP 

[Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni KNP] 

Malaysian Blue-Flycatcher Cyornis turcosus Sukau 

White-throated Fantail Rhidipura albicollis Mesilau 

Pied Fantail Rhidipura javanica Widespread 

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea Sukau 

Rufous-winged Philentoma Philentoma pyrhopterum Sukau, Danum 

Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi Poring  

Bornean Whistler Pachycephala hypoxantha KNP 

White-breasted Wood-

Swallow 

Artamus leucorhynchus KK 

Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach Near Gomantong 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea KNP 

Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis Widespread 

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis KK 

Hill Myna Gracula religiosa Sukau, Sepilok 

Red-throated Sunbird Anthreptes rhodolaema Sepilok 

[Purple-naped Sunbird Hypogramma hypogrammicum Sukau] 

Olive-backed Sunbird Nectarinia jugularis Sepilok 

Purple-throated Sunbird Nectarinia sperata Sepilok 

Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja Widespread in lowlands 

Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra Very common at Danum, fond of banana 

flowers 

Yellow-eared Spiderhunter Arachnothera chrysogenys Sepilok 

Streaky-breasted (Bornean) 

Spiderhunter 

Arachnothera everetti Danum 

Crimson-breasted 

Flowerpecker 

Prionochilus percussus Tambunan 

Black-sided Flowerpecker Dicaeum monticolum KNP 

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma Poring, Sepilok 

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum KLIAS 

Bornean Flowerpecker Dicaeum monticolum Poring 

Yellow-breasted 

Flowerpecker 

Prionochilus maculatus Danum 

   

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus Widespread 

Dusky Munia Lonchura fuscans Common in grassy areas e.g. Danum 

 

http://www.greentours.co.uk/


Greentours Natural History Holidays  www.greentours.co.uk  19 
 

3 – REPTILES (22 species) 

 
A good reptile year especially for snake views 

 
Water Monitor Varanus salvator Sukau, Danum, hefty lizard always near 

water 

Bornean Angle-headed 

Lizard 

Gonocephalus bornensis Danum also Sepilok. Variable form brown to 

greenish, crested 

Giant Angle-headed Lizard Gonocephalus grandis One at night in Poring 

 Phoxophrys armata KNP, green with prominent pale spines 

behind head, nightwalk. 

[Kinabalu Dragon Hypsicalotes kinabaluensis One at KNP] 

Crested Green Lizard Bronchocela cristatella KLIAS, Gomantong, bright green with 

bluish markings 

[Ornate Shrub Lizard Aphaniotis ornata Danum, small with obvious appendage on 

nose] 

Black-bearded Flying Lizard Draco melanopogon Poring 

Sumatran Flying Lizard Draco sumatranus Probably this species seen elsewhere, e.g. 

Danum 

Kinabalu Gecko Cryptodactylus baluensis Stunner at KNP 

 Cryptodactylus matsuii Possibly this one night at KNP 

Yoshi’s Bent-toed Gecko Cryptodactylus yoshii Possibly this rare gecko at Danum (LO) 

Smith’s Green-eyed Gecko Gekko smithii One at Sukau 

Asian House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus Abundant nocturnal hunter 

Striped Bornean Tree Skink Apterygodon vittatus Sepilok, Poring, black and white stripes on 

head 

Mangrove Skink Emoia atrocostata KK wetland 

Sun Skink Mabuya rudis Danum, chunky terrestrial lizard among leaf 

litter 

Many-scaled Litter Skink Sphenomorphus 

multisquamatus 

Danum, slender terrestrial lizard 

Brook’s Water Skink Tropidophorus brookei Poring  

Estuarine Crocodile Crocodylus porosus Sukau, large one 

Elegant Bronzeback Dendrelaphus formosus Poring 

Red-sided Keelback Xenochrophis trianguligerus One at KNP 

Dog-toothed Cat Snake Boiga cynodon Danum, one on night drive, somewhat dark 

for this species but other markings and 

shape OK 

[Mangrove Cat Snake Boiga dendrophila Sukau (Danum LO), black and yellow bands] 

Green Vine Snake Ahaetulla prasina Danum  

[Dog-faced Water Snake Cerberus schneiderii KK wetland] 

Sumatran Cobra  Sepilok, en route to Danum 

Wagler’s Pit-viper  Poring, Sepilok  
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4 – AMPHIBIANS (19 species) 

 
An abnormally dry year at Danum dented the frog list a little but nonetheless some fine species seen. 

 
Montane Litter Frog Leptobrachium montanum KNP 

Painted Slender Litter Frog Leptolalax pictus KNP 

Slender Litter Frog Leptolalax dringii(?) Poring  

Giant River Toad Bufo juxtasper Poring  

Kinabalu Slender Toad Ansonia hanitschi KNP 

[Saffron-bellied Frog Chaperina fusca One at Danum, small with pronounced 

‘spines’ on the legs, dark base colour, 

spotting underneath] 

[Banded Bullfrog Kaloula pulchra Tambunan] 

[Grass Frog Fejevarya limnocharis One at Danum, obvious stripe along back] 

Kuhl’s Creek Frog Limnonectes kuhlii One at KNP (LO) 

Rough-sided Guardian Frog  Poring 

[Montane Torrent Frog Meristogenys kinabaluensis KNP, large green, brownish legs, roughish 

skin 2014] 

Northern Torrent Frog Meristogenys orphnocnemis Poring  

[Whitehead’s Torrent Frog Meristogenys whiteheadii Poring] 

[White-lipped Frog Rana chalconata Sepilok, green to brownish with obvious 

white lip] 

[Green Paddy Frog Rana erythraea One at Sepilok, green with pair of yellow 

stripes on back] 

Poisonous Rock Frog Rana hosii  

Rock Skipper Staurois latopalmatus Poring 

Black-spotted Rock Frog Staurois natator Poring, Danum 

Four-lined Tree Frog Polypedates leucomystax Danum (and Singapore), pale brown with 

four characteristic blackish stripes 

Dark-eared Tree Frog Polypedates macrotis Sepilok (common), Danum, brown with 

large black mark behind the eye 

File-eared Tree Frog Polypedates otilophus Danum, large frog with distinctive angular 

head and whitish underparts 

Cinnamon Frog  Poring 

[Masked Tree Frog Rhacophorus angulirostris KNP, small pale brown, yellow marking on 

underside 2014] 

Frilled Tree Frog Rhacophorus appendiculatus Sepilok. Danum, Sukau, warty fringing to 

legs 

Jade Tree Frog Rhacophorus dulitensis Danum, stunning spawning spectacle one 

night, translucent green-blue frog 

Mossy Tree Frog Rhacophorus everetti KNP 

[Wallace’s Flying Frog Rhacophorus nigropalmatus Danum, impressive large frog, bright green 

with yellow and black feet] 

Harlequin Tree Frog Rhacophorus pardalis Danum, handsome frog with reddish-pink 

skin, yellow markings beneath 
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5 – BUTTERFLIES & MOTHS (37 species) 

 
Common Birdwing Troides helena Common in lowlands, Sepilok, Sukau, 

Danum, very large, black with white and 

yellow 

Kinabalu Birdwing Troides andromache KNP 

Common Rose Pachliopta aristolochiae Danum, Sepilok, small blackish swallowtail 

Banded Swallowtail Papilio demolion Danum 

Black and White Helen Papilio nephelus Black with large white spot, Sukau, Danum  

Red Helen Papilio helenus Black swallowtail with red and white 

markings, widespread 

Common Mormon Papilio polytes Sepilok 

Great Mormon Papilio memnon Bluish-black, common on orange flowers at 

Danum, Sukau 

Common Jay Graphium doson KLIAS, lowlands 

Common Bluebottle Graphium sarpedon Black with blue bands and spots, Sukau 

Tailed Jay Graphium agamemnon Black with green spots, Danum 

[Five-bar Swordtail Pathysa antiphates Lovely swallowtail with green, yellow and 

pure white, taking salts at Sukau] 

Green Dragontail Lamproptera curius Danum 

Common Grass Yellow Eurema hecabe Widespread little yellow species 

 Eurema sari  

The Pysche Leptosia nina  

Great Orange-tip Hebomoia glaucippe  

Mottled Emigrant Catopsilia pyranthe  

   

Common Tiger Danaus genutia A typical monarch, Danum 

Chocolate Tiger Parantica melaneus Actually bluish with black veins, Sukau 

Blue Glassy Tiger Ideopsis vulgaris Danum 

Yellow Glassy Tiger Parantica aspasia  

Tree Nymph Idea stollii Amazing, large, graceful species that floats, 

transparent grey with black spots 

Malayan Crow Euploea caramalzeman Long winged black with small spots 

Striped Blue Crow Euploea mulciber  

Magpie Crow Euploea radamanthus  

Malayan Owl Neorina lowii  

Malayan Bush Brown Mycalesis fusca  

 Mycalesis horsfieldii  

Common Bush Brown Mycalesis janardana Poring 

Striped Ringlet Ragadia makuta Brown and white vertical bands, row of 

bluish spots; common in lowlands 

Common Three-ring Ypthima pandocus Widespread 

Big-eyed Jungle Lady Melanocyma faunula Poring  

Palm King Thaumantis klugius Deep blue upperside, Poring 

Dark Jungle Glory Thaumantis noureddin  

Rustic  Cupha erymanthis  

 Paduca fasciata  

Malay Yeoman Cirrochroa emalea  

 Cirrochroa satellita  

 Vindula erota Danum  

Cruiser  Vindula dejone Large orange, Poring 
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 Terinos clarissa  

Malay Lacewing Cethosia hypsia  

Chocolate Soldier Junonia iphita  

Brown Pansy Junonia hedonia  

Blue Admiral Kaniska canice  

Danid Egg-fly Hypolimnas misippus Sukau, black with large white patches, no 

tails 

Malayan Egg-fly Hypolimnas anomala  

Great Egg-fly Hypolimnas bolina  

Leaf Butterfly Kallima limborgii Danum (LO) 

[Mapwing Cyrestis maenalis Two at Mahua Falls] 

Wavy Maplet Chersonesia rahria  

Common Sailor Neptis hylas White and black horizontal bands, 

widespread in lowlands 

Common Lascar Pantoporia hordonia Orange and black horizontal bands, Poring 

The Colour Sergeant Athyma nefte Widespread  

 Sumalia daraxa KNP. Bright green band on upper wing. 

The Commander  Moduza procris Widespread  

The Knight Lebadea martha  

Clipper  Parthenos sylvia Very common, fast ‘clipped’ flight, blackish 

with broad white horizontal band 

 Tanaecia munda  

 Bassarona dunya  

Horsefield’s Baron Euthalia iapis  

 Lexias cyanipardus Poring  

Archduke Lexias pardalis Widespread in lowlands 

White-spotted Harlequin Paralaxita telessia Beauty, red base colour with blue and white 

markings, Danum 

Domed Sunbeam Curetis tagalica Poring, Danum 

Elbowed Peirrot Caleta elna Poring, Danum 

Forest Quaker Pithecops corvus  

Plains Cupid Chilades pandava  

 Jamides ferrari  

 Arhopala moorei  

Branded Imperial Eooxylides tharis  

Common Imperial Cheritra freja  

 Jacoona anasuja  

Black-spot Midget Pithecops corvus Tiny, pale underside with large black spot, 

Poring 

 Chilades pandava Two at Mahua Falls,  

Common Posy Drupadia ravindra Lovely species with iridescent blue hind 

wing and pronounced tails, Danum 

boardwalk 

Ceylon Snow Flat Tagiades japetus  

A Banded Ace Halpe ormenes Brown with white band on hindwing, 

feeding on bird dropping when we arrived 

at Poring 

Chocolate Demon Ancistroides nigrita The common dark brown skipper, feeding 

on gingers at Poring 

Banded Demon Notocrypta paralysos  

 Iambrix stellifer  
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Bright Red Velvet Bob Koruthaialos sindu  

Common Dartlet Oriens gola Golden-yellow, Poring 

 Potanthus confucius  

Tropical Swallowtail Moth Lyssa zampa Danum, grey with white bands 

Great Atlas Moth Attacus atlas Immense moth, seen well at Danum 
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6 – DRAGONFLIES & DAMSELFLIES (26 species) 

 
An abnormally dry year at Danum meant fewer of some species, but overall a good haul. 

 
Damselflies 

 

 

[Libellago semiopaca Danum] 

Rhinocypha humeralis Lovely deep blue species (in the past always with Rhinagrion elopurae) at 

Danum 

Euphaea subcostalis Dark bodied, shiny green wing patch, perch on rocks, Danum 

Euphaea subnodalis Similar to above, Poring 

Euphaea tricolor Danum 

Vestalis beryllae Long-bodied, a glimpse at Danum 

Vestalis sp Poring 

Vestalis anacolosa Probably this species at Danum 

[Lestes praemorsus Danum pond, small with blue eyes] 

[Rhinagrion elopurae Stunning species, yellow thorax, red abdomen with pale blue tip, Danum] 

Ceriagrion cerinorubellum Sepilok, Sukau 

Ceriagrion bellona All red, tiny, Danum  

[Davadatta podolestoides Poring] 

[Ischnura senegalensis ] 

Agriocnemus femina Tiny with white-ish thorax and red tip, Sepilok, Danum 

 

Dragonflies  

 

 

[Indaeshna grubuaeri Large species, black with yellow bands, green eyes, Danum] 

[Anax guttatus Danum] 

[Cratilla metallica Poring orchid garden, bluish] 

Orthetrum glaucum Blue-grey, Danum 

Orthetrum pruinosum Grey thorax, red abdomen, widespread 

Orthetrum sabina Widespread, black with cream bands 

Orthetrum testaceum Bright red body, widespread 

Tyriobapta torrida Bluish-grey with obvious black patches on inner hindwing, Danum pond 

[Diplacodes trivialis  Small species at Tambunan] 

Neurothemis fluctuans Widespread, similar to ramburii but often paler. 

Neurothemis ramburii Widespread, deep red wings, the red of hind wing tapering inwards 

Neurothemis terminata Widespread. Similar to ramburii more red and abruptly cut-off at tip, Danum 

Trithemis festiva Danum, bluish-grey with yellow spots on abdomen 

Pantala flavescens Sukau 

Rhyothemis phyllis Sepilok, but never settled, yellow and black wing patches 

Rhyothemis triangularis Shiny blue wing patches, SepiloK 
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NEPENTHES 
 

10 species of these enigmatic plants were seen (one only on the upper slopes if Kinabalu); 

 

Nepenthes ampullaria Predominantly terrestrial pitchers, barrel shaped and with 

a reduced lid. KLIAS peat swamp forest 

Nepenthes bicalcarata Remarkable pitchers with two pronounced ‘teeth’. KLIAS 

peat swamp forest 

Nepenthes gracilis Commonest species, plain small pitchers. KLIAS peat 

swamp forest, Mesilau 

Nepenthes mirabilis A big plant at KLIAS peat swamp forest. Obvious pink rim. 

Nepenthes rafflesiana Impressive marbled purple pitchers with pronounced 

fringes. KLIAS peat swamp forest 

Nepenthes tentaculata A few on a trail at KNP, small hairs on lid. More common 

on summit trail. 

Nepenthes villosa Fantastic species with corrugated rim, hairy pitchers. 

Upper slopes of KNP – upper slopes 

Nepenthes fusca Variously striped pitchers, upper much narrower in lower 

half. KNP and Crocker Range 

Nepenthes macrovulgaris Quite large species, but greatly variable in size. Bukit Silam 

Nepenthes reinwardtiana Elegant hourglass pitchers at Bukit Silam 
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